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______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE SYLLABUS-Gifted (6th-8th grades)
2016 – 2017
	Teacher:
	Letitia Green
	Phone:
	(404) 802 - 6500

	Room No.
	3101
	Email Address:
	lvgoodman@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Textbook:
	Prentice Hall Literature (online version will be provided to students)
	Tutorial Day:
	Wednesdays

	Textbook Price:
	Various novels with price ranges from $7.00-$12.00 as outlined on the novel itself
	Tutorial Hours:
	4:30 – 5:30 p.m.


	Course Description (Grades 6-8 ELA CCGPS Overview):  Instruction in grades 6-8 addresses students’ increasing maturity and the growing sophistication of their abilities, culminating in the development by the end of grade 8 of students who are ready to succeed in high school.  Students should be able to comprehend more challenging books and articles, basing all of their analyses, inferences, and claims on explicit, implicit and relevant evidence from the texts.  These skills will be incorporated into the students’ own narrative and expository writing.  While continuing with a variety of literary fiction and nonfiction, students in grades 6-8 will begin to tackle more technical texts as well.
Gifted Course Description:  

The grades 6-8 English/Language Arts class will provide students with the necessary skills and knowledge to transition from elementary school to the rigor of the middle school instruction. Students will work to increase their communication skills through reading, writing, speaking, and the study of the English language. The primary focus in language arts class will be the mastery of various writing styles, demonstration of the rules of grammar, and the ability to orally express oneself.  Students can expect to read a variety of fiction and non-fiction, which will include, but is not limited to, novels, short stories, dramas, poetry, and essays. These writing pieces will model the various writing styles students will engage in throughout the school year. Gifted learners will receive appropriate instruction at their current level of readiness focused on advanced communication, research, higher order and critical thinking skills. Writing assignments will include timed responses, journal writing, essays, critiques, and creative pieces allowing gifted learners to use creative and higher order thinking skills, as well as, advanced research skills. Students will also work collaboratively and independently, which will allow them to use technology to create products which inform, entertain, and/or persuade others.


	Reading for Literature (RL)

Key Ideas and Details:  RL1, RL2, RL3

Craft and Structure:  RL4, RL5, RL6

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  RL7, RL9

Range of Reading/Text Complexity:  RL10
	Reading for Information (RI)

Key Ideas and Details:  RL1, RL2, RL3

Craft and Structure:  RL4, RL5, RL6

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  RI7, RI8, RI9

Range of Reading/Text Complexity:  RI10

	Writing (W)

Text Types and Purposes:  W1, W2, W3

Production/Distribution:  W4, W5, W6

Research/Present Knowledge:  W7, W8, W9

Range of Writing:  W10
	Speaking and Listening (SL)

Comprehension and Collaboration:  SL1, SL2, SL3

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas:  SL4, SL5, SL6


** Please go to www.georgiastandards. org to review grade-specific standards.
ELA Units of Study:

6th grade:

Unit 1:  Life, Love, Learning

Unit 2: Determination and Perseverance
Unit 3: Seeing the Good in People
Unit 4: Belonging
7th Grade:

Unit 1:  An Unexpected Journey

Unit 2: Perseverance
Unit 3: Individuality versus Conformity
Unit 4: Determination
8th Grade:

Unit 1: Ever Changing Identities

Unit 2: Multicultural Literature

Unit 3: Defying the Odds

Unit 4: Coming of Age

The gifted course will follow the Georgia Program Standards for Gifted and High Ability Learner as outlined by the GA DOE Board Rule 160-4-2.38.  Within each gifted standard, there are elements which are introduced, developed, practiced and applied.  Gifted students will be provided with appropriate differentiated instruction at their level of readiness in order to help them reach their maximum potential.  

**All gifted students are required to maintain at least a “B” average of 85 in all gifted classes.**
APS Grading Scale:
90 – 100……..A

Content Weights:
Classwork ……..
30%



80 – 89 ……..
B




Projects………..
30%



70 – 79 ……..
C




Tests ……………
20%



Below 70 ……F




Quizzes ………..
15%










Homework ….

 5%
*HOMEWORK WILL BE GIVEN DAILY********
Expectations/Class Rules:

	R
	Respect yourself, others and your environment.

	U
	Use appropriate language and volume at the right time.

	L
	Listen to and follow all instructions.

	E
	Excellence only: come prepared to learn.

	S
	Stay seated unless you have permission to move around the room.


Late Work/Missed Assignment Policy:

It is expected for students to attend school daily and submit daily assignments on time.  However, we understand that emergencies do arise; in the event of an excused absence, students will be given one day to make-up work for each day of the excused absence. If a student is absent for fewer than three (3) days or is suspended for any length of time, assignments will NOT be given to the students or parents in advance of the student’s return. The expectation to this will occur if the absence is for three days or more and accompanied by a doctor’s excuse for that absence. The following late work/missed assignment policy has been adopted:

1st day late-90 maximum points may be earned

2nd day late-80 maximum points may be earned

3rd day late-70 maximum points may be earned

4th day late and beyond-50 maximum points may be earned 

Reading Requirements: 

In an effort to aid students with accomplishment and mastery of reading excellence, students will be required to check-out and read books of their choice. You can assist your child with this mandate by providing and establishing a reading routine for your child (i.e. Read for 20-30 minutes every night).  This will also help all students to meet a literacy goal of being exposed to as close to 1,000,000,000 words each year.  
Required Materials:
Composition Notebooks

USB drive (4GB or higher)
Loose Leaf paper

Art supplies (glue, scissors, markers/colored pencils, construction paper, poster board, etc.)

Blue/Black ink pens

Pencils

Tissue

Hand sanitizer
**For those students who are not gifted identified but are part of the advanced course, the same instructional practices will be extended and followed, but the gifted mandates will not apply to those students who are not gifted identified.
PARENTAL AGREEMENT:

I ______________________________________________have read the contents of this course syllabus

 
                      Parent Name

For 6th -8th  grade Language Arts. I understand that my child is responsible for meeting a level of proficiency on the 
Georgia Common Core Standards. As a result, I will assist my child with meeting the criteria by 
ensuring that my child _________________________________________ completes all assigned tasks,




Student’s Name

and remains for after-school tutorial if needed. I also know that my child will have ELA homework 
regularly.

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________
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Making 100% Happen: Every Child, Everyday

